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Cancer row over GM foods as study says it did
THIS to rats... and can cause organ damage
and early death in humans

French team claim bestselling brand of GM corn caused tumours and multiple
organ damage
Leading scientists have questioned the study and its results, claiming it has 'no
value' 

By Sean Poulter

PUBLISHED: 11:21 GMT, 19 September 2012 | UPDATED: 07:19 GMT, 20 September 2012

Rats fed a lifelong diet of one of the bestselling strains of genetically modified corn suffered tumours and
multiple organ damage, according to a controversial French study published today.

Scientists said the results raised serious questions about the safety of GM foods and the assurances
offered by biotech companies and governments.

The first lifetime trials involving rats fed on GM corn found a raised incidence of breast tumours, liver and
kidney damage.

The French team has released shocking images of tumours in mice caused by

exclusively eating GM corn. However, the research has been criticised as being of
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'no value' by other scientists

Dr Michael Antoniou, a molecular biologist at King’s College, London, and an expert on GM foods, said: ‘It
shows an extraordinary number of tumours developing earlier and more aggressively – particularly in
female animals. I am shocked by the extreme negative health impacts.’ 

The research was carried out by Caen University in France, and has been peer reviewed by independent
scientists to guarantee the experiments were properly conducted and the results are valid.

It is the first to look at the impact of eating a GM diet over a lifetime in rats, which is two years. To date,
safety assessments of GM crops have been based on rat feeding trials lasting 90 days. 

The corn was genetically modified to withstand spraying with glyphosate, the main chemical in the weedkiller
Roundup, developed by Monsanto. The idea is that the corn can be sprayed without being damaged, while
weeds are destroyed.

The tests looked at the impact of several scenarios including eating the GM corn (NK603), eating the GM
corn sprayed with Roundup, and consuming Roundup at low doses in water.

The results were compared against those for a control group fed a ‘clean’ diet without GM or Roundup.
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Public concerns: A GM food protestor dressed as the grim reaper in a field of GM

maize crops in Over Compton near Sherborne, Dorset

The researchers found: 

Between 50 to 80 per cent of female rats developed large tumours by the beginning of the 24th
month, with up to three tumours per animal. Only 30 per cent of the control rats developed tumours
Up to 70 per cent of females died prematurely compared with only 20 per cent in the control group
Tumours in rats of both sexes fed the GM corn were two to three times larger than in the control
group
The large tumours appeared in females after seven months, compared to 14 months in the control
group. The team said the tumours were ‘deleterious to health due to a very large size’, making it
difficult for the rats to breathe and causing digestive problems.

Significantly, the majority of tumours were detectable only after 18 months – meaning they could be
discovered only in long-term feeding trials.
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The study – led by molecular biologist Professor Gilles-Eric Seralini, a  critic of GM technology, and
published yesterday in US journal Food and Chemical Toxicology – said the GM corn and Roundup
weedkiller ‘may cause hormonal disturbances in the same biochemical and physiological pathway’. 

The Daily Mail’s Frankenstein Food Watch campaign has long highlighted problems with the lack of
rigorous safety assessments for GM crops and food.

Although GM corn is widely used in the US, British consumers have turned their backs on the technology
because of  concerns about its impact on human health and the environment. 

Although it is not available in British supermarkets, it is fed to farm animals including chickens, pigs and
dairy cows. 
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Mustafa Djamgoz, professor of Cancer Biology at Imperial College, London,  said the findings relating to
eating GM corn were a surprise. 

‘We are what we eat,’ he added. ‘I work at the molecular level on cancer. There is evidence what we eat
affects our genetic make-up and turns genes on and off.

‘We are not scaremongering here. More research is warranted.’

Dr Julian Little, of the Agricultural  Biotechnology Council, which speaks for the GM industry, insisted GM
foods were safe, adding: ‘The industry takes all health concerns regarding biotech food and feed very
seriously.’

Anthony Trewavas, professor of cell biology at Edinburgh University, questioned the way the research had
been conducted, saying the number of rats involved in the study – 200 – was too small to draw any
meaningful conclusions.

‘To be frank, it looks like random  variation to me in a rodent line likely to develop tumours anyway,’ he said.

He also claimed Professor Seralini was an anti-GM campaigner and that previous studies questioning the
technology’s safety had not withstood scrutiny.

Major doubts have been raised over the safety of GM foods by a new study which

found they can cause tumours and organ damage in mice
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It´s time to outlaw all GM food, it´s gradually killing the human race,,, but saying that it´s what they want, just listen to
microsoft boss on u-tube saying vaccines are one of the best ways of reducing the population

- snowman63 , Norfolk, 21/9/2012 12:49
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prince of wales was right god bless him
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- maze , leeds, 21/9/2012 11:11
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Regardless of whether this research is floored of not, the issue of GM foods have been kept out of the corporate owned
media and governments for too long. People need to be more informed about this issue, and the connection between the
ownership and control of the whole worlds food supply, and the chem trails and cont trails we all see in our. Skies...this isn't
a separate issue, it is one and the same thing...these people at the top have no remorse for their completely Selfish, greedy
destruction of our world, to maximise material life, it sickens me that so many people are blind to what's going on

- skinpeople , london, 21/9/2012 09:36
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- artdeco88, St Annes I am sorry but you are mistaken. Sainsbury's and Morrisons do feed their animals GM produce. They
switched to it while back which caused an outrage and their websites were swamped by angry consumers pledging never to
set foot at their stores. I have had quite an email exchange with Sainsbury's customer services who is determined that
government is to be trusted and that GM is perfectly safe. Yeah right. The only one to my knowledge that is sticking to GM-free
feed is Tesco. I checked and doublechecked.

- Vincent Very , London, United Kingdom, 21/9/2012 08:07
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My husband had testicular cancer last year. We live surrounded by fields which get sprayed with one thing or another every
month in summer. THE most at risk group from this form of cancer is farm workers, who are regularly exposed to high-
concentration herbicides. There's nothing wrong with genetic modification, but it's what the GM has been done to achieve -
which in this case is withstand ever more powerful herbicides and is very undesirable.**************- Susanna Smith,
Newmarket, 20/9/2012 14:42*********Im so sorry to hear that Susanna. My decision to grow my own food came after being
diagnosed with breast cancer in 2007. A year later I gave birth to my beautiful little girl who has Down Syndrome. Ive lived
around crops and farms my entire life and my house backed onto fields that were being sprayed with god knows what every
2 weeks. There has to be alink. My cousin has lived in a high rise flat for 30 years, surrounded by concrete and hes much
fitter and healthier than me.

- urbandprincess , uk, United Kingdom, 21/9/2012 03:15
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Heard they were trying to reduce the population, what better way then poison the food and create wars.

- Pete Lass , Brisbane, Australia, 21/9/2012 00:05
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They should ban DHMO. Period!

- Pellican 123 , Gibsonville, 20/9/2012 22:38
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Is that why the Makers of a certain Custard Powder Manufacture never Answered my Customer Question ; Is your Powder (
usually of Maize or Corn) from GMO crops??? No reply - eden88, manchester, 20/9/2012 16:53>>>>>>>>>> The ignorant
masses do not know that maize and corn are synonymous!

- John S , Bromley, United Kingdom, 20/9/2012 19:57
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GM food is a killer. It must be true because I read it on some crank's website.

- John S , Bromley, United Kingdom, 20/9/2012 19:55
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This is exactly what I'm talking about Bob. You and I are in the very fortunate position of being able to make the choice.
Choosing to eat organic food is a wasteful luxury not enjoyed by most of the worlds inhabitants. Increased food production is
their only hope of survival............. - aaa, bbb, 20/9/2012 12:23 ________________ There is strength in that argument but GM
crops are not necessarily the only answer. I am reasonably familiar with Africa and the inefficiencies of its farming. If these
were addressed Africa could not only feed itself but EXPORT food. Indeed some countries there once did exactly that......alas,
not any more. If these matters were reorganised and dealt with, GM crops would be merely an interesting experiment
confined to the laboratory and those people you refer to could be GENUINELY self-reliant, instead of increasingly forced into
artificial dependence on foreign conglomerates like Monsanto.

- Old Robert , Worcester UK, 20/9/2012 19:39
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games the cinematic audio they deserve.
 
Root T1 and DJPro headphones
Stylish, sleek and impressive audio output - Root have created a worthy addition to the headphone market. The chunky
DJPros and the crisp T1s are both sound investments.
 
App review - Skyrise Runner (tablet)
Fast, addictive and a joy to play, Skyrise Runner is a wonderful tablet download, capable of making even the most dull of
commutes a thoroughly enjoyable experience.
 
VIBE Zip earphones
I hate it when my headphone wires get tangled. But thanks to these very clever things housing the wire inside a zip, you'll
never get them crossed again. How very trendy.
 
Philips CitiScape Uptown headphones
Admit it, most people want a decent set of headphones. The problem is that so many of them are darn expensive. That's
where these wallet-friendly beauties come in.
 
Parrot ZIK headphones
These wireless beauties boast some of the best sound quality this side of Ibiza, transforming your ears into a dance floor
one minute, or concert auditorium the next.
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There's nothing worse than a bad pair of earphones. No fret. These fab Atomic Floyd SuperDarts are here to save your ears
from cheap ear 'phoneys'. But it will cost you.
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